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Five years ago Oct. 11, the United States Senate - including 29 Democrats ­
overwhelmingly approved the resolution "to authorize the use of United States Armed Forces
against Iraq," which the House passed the day before.

On March 29,2003, just 10 days after the congressionally authorized Iraq invasion began,
the first U.S. soldier was killed by an improvised explosive device (lED), nestled alongside a
dusty road in Iraq. It blew him up the minute he made contact.

Since then, with nearly two-thirds of more than 3,800 American casualties in Iraq caused by
lEOs, the U.S. strategy has been to interrupt the supply mostly by capturing or killing
terrorists of various stripes.

Would it were so simple; but, like "killing" weeds - ineffectual when the roots remain - the
only way to rid Iraq, and the wider region, of terrorism is by getting at the root cause of this
grisly impulse, leading to 81,000 lED attacks in Iraq the last four-plus years.

But, how? How, indeed, to solve Gen. David H. Petraeus' "how this ends" riddle, posed to
The Washington Post's reporter Rick Atkinson (who authored the recent lED expose), as
American forces headed for Baghdad?

Gen. John Abizaid (U.~. Army retired), former head of U.S. Central Command, in Sept. 6
remarks to the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), said of the Global War
on Terrorism: This war is not ultimately about military conquest but about winning over hearts
and minds in the Islamic world.

Gen. Abizaid's wisdom about the power of ideas should guide our entire Middle Eastern
strategy. Yet nowhere on the CSIS Web site were his remarks to be found. And all that
Google yielded was CSIS' July 2003 Report to the Pentagon, in which "business ideas" were
the only ideas referenced - plus then Pentagon official Douglas Feith's frequent praise of
CSIS' "good ideas."

Similarly, the spotlight should be on such key developments as the Sept. 27 meeting in the
holy city of Najaf, three weeks after Gen. Abizaid's remarks, between Iraq's Sunni vice
president, Tariq al-Hashimi, and Grand Ayatollah Ali Sistani, Iraq's top Shi'ite cleric - his
first with a senior Iraqi official.

The meeting was the fruit of many little-noted efforts by the Islamic sects to promote unity in
seeking to end the nonstop violence. In this regard, Oct. 13 of last year the Financial Times
alone reported "Iraq's Sunni and Shia religious leaders" were set to meet in "the holy city of
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