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FORUM: 'How this ends'
October 19, 2007

Five years ago Oct. 11, the United States Senate - including 29 Democrats overwhelmingly approved the resolution "to authorize the use of United States Armed Forces
against Iraq," which the House passed the day before.
On March 29,2003, just 10 days after the congressionally authorized Iraq invasion began,
the first U.S. soldier was killed by an improvised explosive device (lED), nestled alongside a
dusty road in Iraq. It blew him up the minute he made contact.
Since then, with nearly two-thirds of more than 3,800 American casualties in Iraq caused by
lEOs, the U.S. strategy has been to interrupt the supply mostly by capturing or killing
terrorists of various stripes.
Would it were so simple; but, like "killing" weeds - ineffectual when the roots remain - the
only way to rid Iraq, and the wider region, of terrorism is by getting at the root cause of this
grisly impulse, leading to 81,000 lED attacks in Iraq the last four-plus years.
But, how? How, indeed, to solve Gen. David H. Petraeus' "how this ends" riddle, posed to
The Washington Post's reporter Rick Atkinson (who authored the recent lED expose), as
American forces headed for Baghdad?
Gen. John Abizaid (U.~. Army retired), former head of U.S. Central Command, in Sept. 6
remarks to the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), said of the Global War
on Terrorism: This war is not ultimately about military conquest but about winning over hearts
and minds in the Islamic world.
Gen. Abizaid's wisdom about the power of ideas should guide our entire Middle Eastern
strategy. Yet nowhere on the CSIS Web site were his remarks to be found. And all that
Google yielded was CSIS' July 2003 Report to the Pentagon, in which "business ideas" were
the only ideas referenced - plus then Pentagon official Douglas Feith's frequent praise of
CSIS' "good ideas."
Similarly, the spotlight should be on such key developments as the Sept. 27 meeting in the
holy city of Najaf, three weeks after Gen. Abizaid's remarks, between Iraq's Sunni vice
president, Tariq al-Hashimi, and Grand Ayatollah Ali Sistani, Iraq's top Shi'ite cleric - his
first with a senior Iraqi official.
The meeting was the fruit of many little-noted efforts by the Islamic sects to promote unity in
seeking to end the nonstop violence. In this regard, Oct. 13 of last year the Financial Times
alone reported "Iraq's Sunni and Shia religious leaders" were set to meet in "the holy city of
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Mecca '" to endorse a call for an end to all sectarian bloodshed."
This Oct. 13, Abdul Aziz al-Hakim's son, Ammar ai-Hakim, in unusually forceful language
signaling his impatience with Iraqi President Nouri al-Maliki's flat-footedness, called for
implementation of federalism; as well as for the national security forces' to be built up faster
to assume full responsibility from U.S. troops.
"We are still on the march to achieve complete sovereignty of Iraq and this will be
accomplished," he said in his sermon in the holy city Najaf, substituting for his ailing father,
the Supreme Islamic Iraqi Council leader, at the Eid al-Fitr feast marking the end of
Ramadan. Significantly, ai-Hakim also said, "We call for positive dialogue between America
and Iran," while urging the region's Arab countries to open diplomatic missions in Iraq to
buttress the political process. And, in a thinly veiled reference to Iran, he appealed to "other
nearby Islamic countries" to support Iraq and its people.
At the same time, positive developments surrounding the upcoming Middle East conference
at the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis give real reason for hope - all of which is setting
the stage for a major breakthrough between warring groups in Iraq and the broader Middle
East.
Appropriately enough, a much larger stage was also set given the 90th anniversary on Oct.
13 of the well-documented "Miracle of the Sun" when Our Lady of Fatima last appeared to
three shepherd children in Fatima, Portugal: The sun - opaque, spinning, not as bright as
normal - zig-zagged toward the Earth, bathing the landscape in multicolored lights. Some
70,000 rain-drenched pilgrims suddenly became bone dry.
The symbolic convergence is riveting: Fatima, the favorite daughter of the prophet
Muhammad, had two sons by AIi, who along with their descendents are revered by Shi'ite
Muslims of Persian origin. (Sunni Muslims trace succession to three caliphs, which has
fueled the 13-centuries-long Shi'ite-Sunni conflict.)
Considered "the purest of women," Muslims believe Fatima brings healing and compassion,
for individuals and nations alike, and help in achieving forgiveness and understanding.
Would that a "Miracle of Light" would occur in which the ineffable force for good at work in
the heart, mind and soul of every human being, whatever his or her creed, becomes the
weapon of choice and in which Robert W. Merry's "Sands of Empire" becomes required
reading, as it illuminates so well why imposing Western values and ideas is the centermost
"bad idea" in this battle for Islamic hearts and minds.
"Tell me how this ends."
"Let there be light."
MARY CLAIRE KENDALL
Ms. Kendall is a prolific fiction and nonfiction writer having written professionally since 1986,
initially as a speech writer.
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