
A VISION OF THE CONSEQUENTIAL LEADER
Mary Claire Kendall

r In the light ofthe killing of Terri Schiavo and the death of Pope John Paul n '\

Mary Kendall argues that consistency in the defense of human dignity is the
hallmark of a truly great leader. Such a leader will have to realize that the
rights and dignity of man can only survive when God's place in human soci-

\ ety is safeguarded. ./

.
AS WINTER was fast fading and I re-
flected on the American Presidential
election, the need to articulate the big
issues gnawed at me. My idea was to
argue that standing up for human life,
dignity and rights in all instances is
not, ultimately, a political loser.
Rather, such consistency might even
form the basis of a new coalition in the
wake of libertarian-caused fissures in
social-cum-economic conservative al-
liances. Besides which, the spectacle
of a candidate putting his finger in the
wind to try and discern how much
public opinion will withstand before
taking a stand is decidedly unattrac~
tive. While short-term political calcu-
lus may argue for expediency, long-
term legacy is quite another story.

Making room for God
The first day of spring, I read Pope
John Paul II's statement of December
14,2000 marking the 1200th anniver-
sary of Charlemagne's imperial coro-
nation by Pope Leo III on Christmas
Day in the year 800. He wrote:

It cannot be forgotten that it was the
denial of God and his commandments
which led in the last century to the tyr-
anny of idols. A race, a class, the state,

the nation and the party wereglorified
instead of the true and living God.

In the light of the misfortunes that
overtook the 20th century we can un-
derstand: the rights of God and man
stand or fall together.

My thinking was crystallized. I
would trace "a vision of the consequen-
tialleader" as one who consistently de-
fends human dignity since man is
made in the image of God. The fact
that Terri Schiavo was, at that very
moment, clinging to life by a thread,
her feeding tube cruelly removed in
blatant violation of her humanity,
which the Pope was concurrently con-
demning, gave dramatic emphasis to
his words, especially given his own
precarious hold on life - revealing
him, once again, to be that consequen-
tial leader who understood that the
larger issues -of the day relate to the
violation of human dignity and require
courageous action - action, not words,
being, in his calculus, what truly de-
fines the man.

God, the Author of life
Terri's story was so painfully gripping
and, the sand slipping through the
hour-glass, the pressing question be-
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came: Would our leaders here in the
United States fight to preserve her life?

But no miraculous intervention oc-
curred and, her fate sealed, on Thurs-
day, March 31st, she surrendered her
soul to God. Trying to make sense of
this cruelty, I listened to that merci-
less lawyer assert she was not starved
to death. Then I watched as Terri's
brother pleaded "Lord forgive them
for they know not what they do." No
sooner had he uttered that statement
which Christ made from the Cross,
than news flashed across our television
screens that the Pope's health had
taken a turn for the worse, himself
having had a feeding tube inserted the
day before: he was now running a dan-
gerously high fever.

Later that evening, assured the
Pope's condition had stabilized, my
research continued, reaching back into
the annals of British history and The
Six Wivesof Henry the VIII as I sought
to illumine the Western roots of our
present cultural battle between those
who believe God is the author of life
and those who believe man can inter-
vene to decide when life begins and
when life ends.

A geopolitical genius
On Friday morning, news of the Pope's
worsening condition and ultim'ate sur-
render of his soul on Saturday, April
2, on the threshold of "Mercy" Sun-
day, put the spotlight squarely on John
Pau~II. Abandoning British history, I
abruptly turned to this epic historical
event playing out on the world stage-
reflecting on this giant of the ages and
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realizing that the media was now
transmitting the very vision I had
sought to capture all along - John Paul
II: a leader of strength, courage and
magnetism, consistent (and spirited!)
throughout in his defense of the most
vulnerable in our midst.

The Pope, asserts papal biographer
Carl Bernstein, was a "geopolitical
genius", with a keen grasp of the great,
overarching issues of the day. Whereas
atheistic communism was the threat to
civilization in the 20th century, athe-
istic materialism, he understood, is the
threat to civilization in the 21st cen-
tury - both systems sharing a funda-
mental misunderstanding of human
nature. BUtthe Pope, relates Bernstein,
could not hide his disappointment that
communism's fall, in which he played
such a pivotal role, rather than inspir-
ing spiritual rebirth, saw the rise of
materialism and the displacing of God
in a similar, yet more insidious fash-
ion -li~e a system-wide infection in-
vading the blood stream that, as with
the Pope's physical decline, causes sep-
tic shock and when, impacted by other
deficiencies, death ensues.

Whither our civilization?
The question is: "Will our civilization,
which John Paul II strove to transform
into a "civilization of love", also die?
Judging by the crowds - the millions
upon millions - that came to pay their
last respects to Pope John Paul II, we
have a fighting chance at survival- by
entering that springtime of spiritual
renewal he worked for so fervently -
always through Mary's intercession.
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Prayer for the Beatification of
John Paul the Great

o Blessed Trinity,
We thank you for having graced the

Church with Pope John Paul II
and for allowing the tenderness of your

Fatherly care,
the glory of the cross of Christ,
and the splendour of the Holy Spirit,

to shine through him.

Trusting fully in your infinite mercy
and in the maternal interces-
sion of Mary,

he has given us a living image ofJesus
the Good Shepherd, ,

and has shown us that holiness is the
necessary measure of ordinary
Christian life '

and is the way of achieving eternal
communion with you.

Grant us, by his intercession, and
according to your will,

the graces we implore,
hoping that he will soon be numbered

,among your saints. Amen. '

But, such renewal will only occur if a
leader of consequence,- another geo-
political genius - plumbs the depths
ofJohn Paul's II's love and inspiration
to discover the source of his courage
to dare consistency in the defense of
human dignity.

It may not seem like a winner, espe-
dally when polls give certain policies
and actions flowing from consistent
application of these principles a
"thumbs down". But, this writer is
here to tell any politician with an eye
to history what the Pope proclaimed
at the dawn of this Millennium - our

fate is intimately bound with God's
fate. That is to say, our very survival
depends on affecting a restoration of
God to his rightful, pre-eminent place
in society and in the hearts and minds
of men, which is where, hi the case of
the current infection of materialism-
cum-hedonism-and-atheism, the strUg-

- gle is most intensely critical. But, now,
with John Paul II the Great working
from heaven, we have that quintessen-
tially important ally to help us win, and
win decisively, in this epic battle on
which the fate of civilization rests.

*********

(continuedfrompage298)

Film Review: The March of the P~nguins
none of whom we see until the final credits.

Like last year's Winged Migration, The March of the Penguins - also a French
production - offers more in the way of visual style than scientific information.
I would like to know how long Emperor Penguins live, how often they mate,
how many chances they get to beat the odds. But one should not quibble in the
face of such extraordinary cinematography under the worst possible conditions.
So the tears in the nature of things get stanched somewhat by pride in the hu-
man achievement that not only enables us to witness these far away events in
such an anti-human environment butto turn them into objects of beauty.
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