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More than anything, the flap over the Rev. Jeremiah Wright, Barack Obama's long-time
pastor and close family friend, and his incendiary outbursts concerning perceived injustices
against those of color in America highlights the "social question," as Pope John Paull!
called it.

That is, how to achieve a society in which different groups - from varied ethnic, racial,
religious, cultural, and economic backgrounds - interact harmoniously as opposed to
clashing in ways that weaken and destroy the social fabric.

Mr. Wright's offensive comments only serve to pour salt on the wounds, which Mr. Obama
tried to salve in his March 18 speech on race, in his bid to salvage his correspondingly
wounded campaign for the presidency.

But, more than our little corner of the world, this whole episode and the reality of so much
unaddressed pain, brings to mind the "social question" spanning the globe and how to
respond in ways that alleviate and not exacerbate the tension and suffering worldwide.

As John Paul presciently noted in his 1990 encyclical Centessimus Annus ("On the 100th
Anniversary" of Rerum Novarum dealing with "new things" the industrial revolution ushered
in), the "social question" has moved to the international stage given "grave imbalances" that
exist between (and within) countries, partially because ethic, religious and racial minorities
are mistreated.

Iraq and the broader Middle East is no better example of this.

This month being the fifth anniversary of the U.S. invasion of Iraq is prime time to address
the "social question" in that grief-stricken nation.

The causes of Iraq's volatility are, in some ways, a mirror image of the misunderstandings,
mistrust and mistakes in America - our history going back a mere 300 to 400 years.

In Iraq, the rivalry is between competing Sunni and Shi'ite Muslims, and groups within those
factions, going back 1,OOO-plusyears, fueled by the looming prize of Iraq's vast oil reserve,
second only to Saudi Arabia. All the while the death toll mounts.

Mosul is one region where oil reserves (an estimated 20 percent of the total) - and strife ­
are both plentiful.
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